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FEBRUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER

CiEy Councillor
Dianne Saxe

Ward 11, University-Rosedale

Dianne's Desk

Dear Constituents,

This month has been primarily consumed by the city budget, the first under the “strong mayor" powers imposed by
Doug Ford.

What did we learn? That the city is in deep financial trouble. This is mainly because the provincial government has
downloaded unmanageably expensive responsibilities onto the city, while hamstringing our ability to raise funds and
harming the most vulnerable by further limiting access to housing, and reducing support for mental health and
addiction.

Parks, roads, and the TTC all have huge and growing maintenance backlogs. In January, an ice-skating arena
closed because the roof is unsafe, and there are portable toilets instead of bathrooms in one third of our parks.
People are hurting, and we are witnessing firsthand the repercussions of poor leadership at the provincial level.

Bottom line: the city must loudly and consistently demand significant revenue-generation tools, such as road tolls
and a share of income taxes, or for the province to take back some of the expensive responsibilities it downloaded.
Meanwhile, we need to raise more money using the revenue tools we already have.

| have therefore been working with my colleagues to insist that the City consider parking levies. The Toronto
Environmental Alliance estimates that modest commercial parking levies could bring in $500 million a year, enough
to reverse TTC cuts, to start repairing our infrastructure, and to buy electric buses for better transit and cleaner air.
Our campaign has gained so much momentum that the Mayor is asking staff for an updated report on revenue
options. A parking levy could not be introduced until next year, but at least a serious investigation will now begin.

There were two other key achievements this month:

1. 1 am pleased to report that, on Jan. 30, the Infrastructure and Environment Committee unanimously supported
my request to make permanent the Yonge Street bike lanes from Bloor to Davisville. This is an essential part of
Toronto’s climate action. These lanes have made cycling on Yonge Street comparatively safe for the first time in a
century and | was one of the first signatories to Yonge4All's petition to make the Midtown Complete Street pilot
permanent. After extensive consultation and numerous design tweaks, community opinions about the bike lanes
remain mixed, with some neighbours enthusiastic and others blaming them for congestion and traffic on side
streets.

The first meeting of the committee was therefore contentious, with nearly 90 deputants. Two third’s of them
supported the bike lanes, as did extensive expert evidence. The medical officer of health, for example, spoke about
the substantial health benefits of complete streets. Data showed there has been no disproportionate increase in
traffic in the area compared to the city as a whole.

Paramedic and fire services confirmed that the bike lanes do not interfere with their ability to provide emergency
services and the TTC confirmed that the bike lanes do not interfere with their shuttle buses. Other evidence shows
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that the bike lanes are good for local businesses while decreasing the risk of crashes and the cost of getting
around, especially for those with lower incomes.

| successfully made a motion for Transportation Services to study how to increase safety for nearby residents, and
particularly to stop illegal activities such as driving on the sidewalk, where one neighbouring child was hit. The five
councillors present agreed unanimously with my motion, and then supported my request to make the bike lanes
permanent.

2. Another key achievement was doubling the number of downtown warming centre spaces available to the most
vulnerable during cold weather alerts. In mere weeks, we pulled off Toronto’s fourth warming centre at the Cecil
Street Community Centre, where | sit on the board. It opened for the first night on January 30. Congratulations and
deepest thanks to the staff and board members of the Cecil Street, and to city staff at SSHA.

Finally, we're continuing our monthly doorknocking in different parts of the ward, usually the 2nd Sunday of each
month. If you'd like to help out, please let us know.
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City Hall Updates

Infrastructure and Environment Committee

IE1.4 - Cycling Network Plan: 2021 ActiveTO Cycling Network Expansion
Project Updates

As mentioned above, the Infrastructure and Environment Committee has
recommended that City Council make the ActiveTO Yonge Street Cycling
Network Expansion and the ActiveTO Bayview Cycling Network Expansion
permanent installations. This recommendation is based on the General
Manager of Transportation Services' report which summarizes the data and
assessments provided by the staff. The report highlights that after 18 months,
there has been an increase in cycling trips (ranging from 57% to 250%) and
pedestrian trips (ranging from 59% to 145%) along the corridors, as well as
support for local businesses. Additionally, the report shows that motor vehicle
travel times have increased by less than 70 seconds during most times of the
day. The recommendations are based on data collected and feedback from
local businesses, residents, and neighborhood associations..

(January 16, 2023) Report from the General Manager, Transportation Services
on Cycling_ Network Plan: 2021 ActiveTO Cycling Network Expansion Project
Updates

(January 20, 2023) Attachment 1: ActiveTO Yonge Street Third Data Dashboard

(January 16, 2023) Attachment 2: Technical Amendments
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IE1.6 - Park People 2023 National Urban Parks Conference - Host City Partner

The Infrastructure and Environment Committee has recommended that the City
Council authorize the General Manager of Parks, Forestry, and Recreation to
work with Park People, a Toronto-based registered charity, to host the National
Urban Parks Conference in June 2023. The City of Toronto will provide up to
$25,000 in support services in exchange for a benefits package and other
benefits. The agreement will be negotiated and signed by the General Manager
of Parks, Forestry, and Recreation on behalf of the City, with the terms and
conditions being acceptable to the City Manager and General Manager of
Parks, Forestry, and Recreation, and in a form acceptable to the City Solicitor. |
was happy to play a small role by moving the motion to adopt the
recommendation.

My Letter

IE1.11 - Net Zero Actions Update

The City Council of Toronto has taken action towards a more sustainable future
by adopting the "TransformTO Critical Steps for Net Zero by 2040" plan, which
outlines 40 essential action items for addressing the climate crisis. | have
requested updates on the progress made in implementing these action items,
including a ban on two-stroke engine equipment, agreements made under
recommendations 5 and 8, and the status of every other action item. These
updates will be presented at the March 20, 2023 meeting of the Infrastructure
and Environment Committee.

My Letter

IE1.12 - Options for Permitting Private Installation of Electric Vehicle Charging
Infrastructure on Public Streets

Toronto must improve air quality and reduce climate pollution by encouraging
the replacement of fossil-fueled vehicles with electric vehicles. However, many
residents who wish to own electric vehicles face challenges charging them due
to the lack of private charging infrastructure. To address this issue, my motion
directed that the Director of Environment and Energy work with various
organizations to report back to the April meeting of the Infrastructure and
Environment committee with options (if any) for permitting private installation of
electric vehicle charging infrastructure on public streets. This could provide
more residents who don’t have driveways with a practical alternative for
transitioning from gas-fuelled to electric vehicles.
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My Letter

Town Hall Registration

This February 15th at 7pm, Councillor Saxe will field questions from the
community on her vision for and the direction of our city and ward. By
registering for the town hall with the link above, you will receive an email with
information on how to join our digital town hall.

Community Programming & Events

‘Rﬂ"E ReN >

OKLiS T

A Different Booklist

Are you interested in celebrating
Black History Month by delving into
popular African Canadian literary
works? Visit A Different Booklist at
779 Bathurst Street this February. A Stupid Cupid Anti-Valentine
neighbourhood institution for years, Market

A Different Booklist features
important non-fiction works, adult
fiction, and tributes to local authors.
Students will find works on African
and Caribbean studies and a range
of political and cultural titles.

Are you looking for a new tattoo? If
you’re hoping for a fun
(anti-)Valentine’s Day event this
February, look no further than the
Stupid Cupid Anti-Valentine Market.
Featuring 40+ vendors, $50 tattoos,
and more. Organizers plan an
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amazing DJ & Bar, food trucks, and
a giant grand prize.

When: February 10th - 12th
Friday, 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Saturday, 2:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Sunday, 2:00 - 8:00 pm

Where: 672 Dupont St.
Free admission

Black History Month

Each February across the nation, we honour the history and contributions of
Black Canadians. We are made strong by our diversity, and this chance to
celebrate the Black community’s vital role in our nation’s history is a chance to
bring the Canadian dream of prosperity and equality to life.

The history of Black Canadians is that of determination, triumph and grit in the
face of adversity. Part of what it is to be a proud Torontonian is that our city is a
place where people from all different backgrounds and cultures come together
to make a life for themselves. By learning about the history of our friends,
neighbours and partners, we get unique views into the human condition, and
are better equipped to build the kind of city that we want to live in.

First Narayever Congregation

| also want to congratulate the First Narayever Congregation, which has just
returned to its re-constructed building on Brunswick after years of renovations.
The new building is, for the first time, wheelchair accessible, energy efficient
and equipped with solar panels.
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Better than policing for people in crisis: Toronto Community
Crisis Service

The Toronto Community Crisis Service (TCCS) is a new, alternate approach to
responding to someone in crisis that focuses on health, prevention and well-
being. The service provides an alternative to police enforcement, creating a
community-based, client centred, trauma-informed response to non-emergency
crisis calls and wellness checks. This service aims to provide a better response
to the needs and desires of the communities most impacted by policing while
reducing wait times and costs to the public purse. If you see a person in crisis,
who is not armed, you can access the pilot most quickly by calling 211 instead
of 911.

For now, TCCS is just a pilot, and only available in 60% of the city. We are
working hard to expand it to the rest of the city by 2024.

There are two partners:

Kamaamwizme wii Naagidiwendiiying — “Coming together to (heal or look after
or to take care of) each other,” the Indigenous led Crisis Response Pilot is led
by 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations in partnership with ENAGB and
PQWCHC. The Indigenous led crisis response team responds to mental health
related crisis and wellness checks for individuals located within Division 14.

“‘Kamaamwizme wii Naagidiwendiiying is rooted in community, it is relational,
trauma informed, non-aggressive, and aims to always centre the individual in
our approach to supporting their wholistic health and wellness. Culture and
traditional ways of being are fundamental to supporting community. Our
approach is flexible and responsive to the varying needs of people in crisis and
those around them.” For more information visit_https://2spirits.org/tcss/

Current boundaries of the Downtown West Pilot — Kamaamwizme wii
Naagidiwendiiying
e Hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
» Pilot Boundaries:
o North: Canadian Pacific Railway line
o East: Spadina Avenue and Lower Spadina Avenue

o South: Toronto shoreline
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o West: Dufferin Street south to Queen Street, west to Roncesvalles,
south from Roncesvalles to the shoreline

o Community partner:_2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations

¢ in collaboration with ENAGB Indigenous Youth Agency and Niiwin
Wendaanimak / Four Winds Indigenous Health and Wellness Program,
based out of Parkdale Queen West Community Health Centre

Current boundaries of the Downtown East Pilot

¢ Hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
e Pilot Boundaries:
o North: Bloor Street East to the Prince Edward Viaduct
o East: Don River to Lakeshore Boulevard East to the Don Roadway
o South: Toronto shoreline
o West: Spadina Avenue

o Community partner:_Gerstein Crisis Centre

Toronto

Toronto Community Crisis Service (TCCS) Pilot Areas 1; Commuity
e

Summary of the Map:
The map shows the four areas for piloting the
Community Crisis Support Service. The Northwest pilot
overlaps with police divisions 23 and 31, the Northeast
pilot overlaps with police divisions 41, 42 and 43, the
Downtown East pilot overlaps with polfice division 51
and 52, and the Downtown West pilot overaps with
police division 14.

‘While the City of Toronto aims to provide Fully
accessible content, there is presently no text based

Downtown West Pilot - Kamaamwizme wii Naagidiwendiiying alternative available for some of the confent in this
Launched July 2022 Toronto Police Service Division 14 document. If you require altemate formais or need
Downtown East Pilot - Launched March 2022 R e e Lo
Toronto Police Service Division 51 and 52 1 kilometers  416-387-4107 or email Carolyn Rowan@toronto.ca
Northeast Pilot - Launched April 2022 0 : o

1 centimeter equals 2 kilometers

Toronto Police Service Division 41, 42 and 43 Source: City of Toronto, Social Development Finance &
. Administration (SDFA);
Northwest Pilot - Launched July 2022 Copyright @ 2022 City of Toronto. All Rights R d

Toronto Police Service Division 23 and 31 Published: November 2022

[ war bl ToronTo R L
School Safety Zones
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School Safety Zones are designated stretches of roadways around schools to
help to improve safety for all road users. Improvements include speed signs,

improved pavement makings, flashing beacons, among other possible
improvements. As part of of the Vision Zero Projects, the city plans to complete
80 School Safety Zones per year, or about three zones per ward. See below for
a listin Ward 11.

School Safety Zone Prioritization in Ward 11

TORTT TN S M S0 P

vision

ZEiD

SCHOOL Type School Broad
Year
5T FRAMCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC Toronto Catholic District
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Elementary School Board 2018
Toronto District School
WHITHEY JUMNIOR PUELIC SCHDOOL Elementary Board 2018
Toronto District School
CLINTOMN STREET JUNIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL Elementary Board 2018
Toronto Catholic District
POPE FRANCIS CATHOLIC SCHOOL Elernen.tar',' Schoo! Board 2043
PALMERSTOM AVENLUE MINIOR PUBLIC Toronto District School
SCHOOL Elemantary Board 2018
Toronto District school
DELTA ALTERNATIVE SENIOR SCHOOL Elementary Board 2019
Toronto District School
MONTROSE JUNIOR PUBLIC SCHDOL Elementarny Board 2019
MONSIGNOR FRASER COLLEGE - ANNEX Secondary Toronto Catholic District
CAMPUS Bdult Schoo! Board 2049
Toronto District School
ESSEX JUNIOR and SENICR PUBLIC SCHOOL Elemeantary Board
HAWTHORNE TWO BILINGUAL ALTERMATIVE Toronto District School
JUNIOR SCHOOL Elementary Baoard
QUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP CATHOLIC Toronto Catholic District
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Elemeantary School Board 0o
Toronto District School
HURCHN STREET JUNIOR PUBLEC SCHOOL Elementary Board 1
JESSE KETCHUM FUNIDR & SENMOR PUBLIC Toronto District School
SCHOOL Elementary Board 2021
Toronto District school
ROSEDALE JUMIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL Elementary Board 2021
Toronto District School
DRDE STREET JUMNIDR PUBLIC SCHOOL Elementary Board 2021
Baveriey school Elemantary Teaktmks Eigslra  Shtacd 2022
Board
Lord Lansdowne Junior & Senior Public Toronto District school o
Elementary 2022
School Baoard
= i : 3 Toronto District School
King Edward Junior & Senior Public School Elementary e 2022
. : Toronto District School
Kensington Community Schoal Elementary 2022

Board
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Heydon Park Secondary School Secondary Tovonth Dishict Sciual 2022
Board
PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU ELEMENTARY . ) )
Elementary |Conseil scolaire Viamonde 2023
SCHOOL
ECOLE ELEMENTAIRE CATHOLIQUE SACRE Conseil scolaire de district
Elementary ¥ 2023
COEUR catholique Centre-Sud
Harbord Collegiate Institute Sacondary: | Yoronte District School 2023
Board
T ta District School
Central Technical School Sdcshdary. | YO ARTEND00
Board
Toronto District School
West End Alternative Schoal Secondary .
Board
Central Toronto Academy secondary | | Pronte District School
Board
Toronto District School
Rosedale Heights School of the Arts Secondary R
Board
Toronto Catholic District
ST JOSEPH's COLLEGE School Secondary % AR
School Board
DOWNTOWN JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL | Elementary Private
PAUL PENMA JEWISH Elementary Private
CORNERSTOME PREPARATORY Elementary Private
BRANKSOME HALL GIRLS Elementary Private
HOWLETT ACADEMY Elementary Private
ROYAL 5T GEORGES COLLEGE Elementary Private
BRAEMAR COLLEGE PRIVATE SECONDARY Secandary Private

Development Updates

Upcoming Community Consultation and Information Session
Meetings

Due to issues with direct links, registration for all the following projects must be
located through the City Planning Consultation webpage here:
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-

planning-consultations/
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Subject Date and Time City Staff
Official Plan i i
February 7th, Michelle Drylie
Amendment:
_ _ 2023, 6:30PM-  416-392-3436
Implementing Bill 8:00PM
109 ’ michelle.drylie@toronto.ca

February 16th, Cristy Chow

2023, 6:00PM-  416-392-8479
8:00PM

15-17 Elm Street

and 18 EIm Street
christy.chow@toronto.ca

Matthew Zentner,
February 16th, Matthew.Zentner@toronto.ca or
6:00-7:00PM Corinna Prior,
Corinna.Prior@toronto.ca.

Yorkville Laneways*

David Driedger
835-839 Yonge March 3rd, 2023,
Street 6:00PM-7:30PM
David.Driedger@toronto.ca

416-392-7613

*Currently, Laneway Suites and Garden Suites are permitted City-wide, with the one exception that
Laneways Suites are not permitted in Yorkville. City Planning will be reporting to the February 28, 2023,
Planning and Housing Committee meeting to recommend amending the Zoning By-law to permit Laneway
Suites within Yorkville (the area bounded by Avenue Road, the Canadian Pacific Limited rail corridor,

Yonge Street, Rosedale Valley Road, Sherbourne Street, Bloor Street East and Bloor Street West)

Next Council/Community Council Agenda

February 23rd Toronto and East York Community Council will host two statutory
planning meetings for the developments at 1235-1255 Bay Street and 820
Church Street. Detailed information regarding the proposal may be obtained by
contacting David Driedger, Senior Planner at 416-392-7613, or by e-mail at
David.Driedger@toronto.ca.

If you'd like to get involved, you may send written comments by e-mail to
teycc@toronto.ca. You can submit written comments up until City Council gives
final consideration to the proposal. You are also invited to address the Toronto
and East York Community Council, in person, by video conference or by
telephone, to make your views known regarding the proposal. If you wish to

https://mailchi.mp/3f57d342ee6e/our-university-rosedale-february-2023-newsletter-311144

12117



2/8/23, 6:59 PM Our University-Rosedale February 2023 Newsletter

address the Toronto and East York Community Council directly, please register
by e-mail to teycc@toronto.ca or by phone at 416-392-7033, no later than
12:00 p.m. on February 22, 2023. If you register, we will contact you with
instructions on how to participate in the meeting.

Committee of Adjustment

For the month of February, there will be three Toronto and East York Committee
of Adjustment hearings. Please refer to the schedule here for a list of properties
by hearing.

Working Group - 350 Bloor E

» A working group for the community surrounding 350 Bloor Street E will
begin in mid-February. If you live in the immediate area and would like to
attend or have us bring your comments up during the meeting, please
contact holli.butrimas@toronto.ca with your address and interest in the
project. Please be aware that members of BENA are already involved in
this working group.

Construction Notices

Bloor Street Reconstruction

Starting in late Spring 2023, the City of Toronto will reconstruct Bloor Street
West between Avenue Road and Spadina Avenue, making various
improvements to enhance accessibility and safety for all road users. The
improvements will include reconstruction of the road base and sidewalks,
installation of permanent raised cycle tracks, a protected intersection, and
improvements to green infrastructure features. Councillor Saxe is working hard
to minimize the impact on travel during construction and ensure the safety of
cyclists and pedestrians.

Christie Station Easier Access Project

The TTC is building two elevators at Christie Station to make it accessible for
everyone. As part of this project, watermain relocation work will take place in

Erlichman Lane from February 13, 2023 to April 2023. For more information,

please refer to the flyer below.
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Developments Radar

Continuing on from our work listed in January’s newsletter, we have begun

discussions on the following projects. Please stay tuned for a development map

on our website.
Address Planner on File  AIC Link Next Steps

Corinna Prior http://app.toronto.ca/AlC/index.do? February 7th
Corinna.Prior@tor folderRsn=rudwz1kLVrkdMbJ8BDH Council
onto.ca a0Q%3D%3D meeting

148-158
Avenue

505 Derek Waltho, http://app.toronto.ca/AlC/index.do? Meeting with
Universit Derek.Waltho@to folderRsn=8NxSJLx4baygvS5k7gKL Downtown
y Avenue ronto.ca 1AW%3D%3D Yonge BIA

180 Derek Waltho, http://app.toronto.ca/AlC/index.do? Meeting with
Dundas Derek.Waltho@to folderRsn=5CN%2FsNeGg8zFKjM Downtown

Street  ronto.ca CnywA09%3D%3D Yonge BIA
69 David Driedger, http://app.toronto.ca/AlC/index.do? Refused at
Yorkville David.Driedger@t folderRsn=HPn%2BUMRGc77uZTz January 26th
Vi
oronto.ca nSFovuA%3D%3D TEYCC

100 David Driedger, http://app.toronto.ca/AlC/index.do?
Davenpo David.Driedger@t folderRsn=8s%2BO3M61zUDys1Sa
rt oronto.ca Xz5EPg%3D%3D

Going to the
OLT

Climate Action Toronto

Home Retrofit Forum: a new resource for homeowners

Buildings are, collectively, by far the largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the
City of Toronto, responsible for an estimated 60% of the city’s greenhouse
gases. A large proportion of those emissions are generated by single-family
homes, primarily from space and water heating. Many homeowners want to do
something to reduce their home’s carbon footprint, but are put off by the
complexity, difficulty, expense and variability of the process. In response to
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these facts, Liz Addison, the 2022 Neighbourhood Climate Action Champion for
Ward 11, chose to create The Home Retrofit Forum. This Facebook group
provides peer support for homeowners who want to retrofit their homes to
increase their energy efficiency, reduce or eliminate their use of fossil fuels, and
make their homes more comfortable and potentially less-expensive to operate.
Members are invited to ask questions, offer advice based on their personal
experiences or knowledge, and share the details of their home retrofit journey.
While it was initiated in Ward 11, the forum is now open to all Toronto
neighbourhoods. It is a place where you can post questions specific to your
unique situation and get answers from homeowners who have been or are
going through the same experience. There's nothing like having the ear of
people who share your goals and perhaps your problems, but who are one or
two steps ahead of you and so can guide you and tell you what to expect.
Participate as much or as little as you choose. Check it out and join other
homeowners in combatting climate change and saving money.

Bickford Chimney is Going Up!

It is hard to miss the massive scaffolding at the Bickford Center near Christie
Pitts and wonder what is going on. It's our new Chimney Swift habitat and it's a
huge success story!
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Last year, the Toronto District School Board removed Bickford's large chimney
because it is no longer needed for venting the new furnace. But the threatened
Chimney Swifts need the chimney for collective roosting. Chimney Swifts are
small, agile birds that belong to the swift family. They have cigar-shaped bodies
that are dark brown in color, with a slightly paler underside and narrow wings.
With a distinct white throat patch and a curved bill, they are known for their
acrobatic flight patterns.

Each spring, thousands of Chimney Swifts arrive in Canada between late April
and early June to breed. Chimneys are used initially as collective roosts. Pairs
then disperse to nest (with one pair per chimney with their nest glued to the
inner wall) from mid-May to mid-August. Once the young are independent, the
families return to a collective roost during the night and leave for South America
between early August and early October.

Destroying Chimney Swift habitat is forbidden but for decades the Ontario
government has allowed the construction of "artificial chimneys" on the ground
as habitat replacement. The new Bickford chimney will not only be restored to
optimize roosting habitat but it will be professionally monitored for three years
to assess the success of the design. It's a first for Ontario and will be a model
for schools throughout the GTA.

Special Thanks to Darlene Varaleau

eE
SMALL _ WY < .
FUND -

Pivot Green Canadian Youth Climate Action Award

There is no doubt the group who will bear the biggest burden from our climate
crisis is the younger generation. Fortunately, this same group is not sitting on
the sidelines throwing their hands up in despair. On the contrary, across
Canada, youth are organizing, influencing policy makers and corporations, and
creating impactful programs in their communities.

These actions have inspired us at Pivot Green to partner with the Small
Change Fund to create the first annual Canadian Youth Climate Action Award.
This $1,500 Award will be presented to the group whose initiative best fits our
criteria for having a significant impact on climate change. Two runner-up prizes
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of $500 each will also be awarded to projects of merit. We are excited to
announce that applications are now open! Applications will be accepted
between January 10 and March 25, 2023 and the results with be announced on
Earth Day, April 22. To apply and view the eligibility requirements and judging
criteria, please visit www.pivotgreen.ca/award. We invite you to share this
exciting news with any youth in your network who deserve to be applauded,
recognized, and rewarded for the great work they are doing to fight climate
change.

If you have any comments, questions or concerns, reply to this email and
please let me know.

You can also send an email to councillor_saxe@toronto.ca if you'd like to
share an event or news item with your community through this newsletter.
For updates on the local issues that matter to you, please check out and follow
our social media accounts!
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