
JUNE 2023 
NEWSLETTER

https://twitter.com/DianneSaxe
https://www.facebook.com/diannesaxe.mc
https://www.instagram.com/dianne.saxe/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://diannesaxe.ca/


Dear Neighbour,

May and the beginning of June is a wonderful

time of year in beautiful University-Rosedale.

As I walk and cycle around the ward,

attending meetings and knocking on doors, I

get so much pleasure from the flourishing

gardens that many residents tend. Thank you

to all the gardeners! 
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And to everyone with a lawn, thank you to those who don’t mow in May so

that our beleaguered pollinators have food after a hungry winter.

The most important items on May’s long Council agenda were an

impressive, ambitious Carbon Accountability and Governance System (see

the climate section below), and amending the city-wide zoning bylaw to

allow four dwelling units on each residential lot (multiplexes). Until recently,

most residential lots were limited to a single family home, keeping prices

high and population densities low. 

As a result, many parts of the city, including University Rosedale, have been

losing population for a generation, with younger people leaving the city for

lack of a place to live. Now, existing houses can be subdivided, renovated,

or replaced by new purpose-built multiplexes. Most of the new homes will

share three storey buildings, with four storeys allowed in a few areas with

higher existing height limits. 



The multiplex amendment is one of a series of zoning changes that are

expected to transform Toronto, and re-establish the “missing middle”

between tall towers and sprawl. So far, these changes authorize laneway

houses, garden suites, rooming houses (multi-tenant housing) and

multiplexes. Still to come are more flexible rules for small apartment

buildings. More accountability for the committees of adjustment would be

good too.

On larger buildings, most of them condo towers, the city is allowing

buildings that are taller and squeezed into smaller sites. Some of these

changes are intentional changes, to meet the overwhelming demand for

new housing. The city is also receiving strong pressure from the province

for taller buildings, especially through the provincially appointed Ontario

Land Tribunal.

Sadly, this is increasing the incentive for developers to tear down and

replace the mid-20th century apartment blocks that provide so many of

Toronto’s modestly priced apartments. To date, the city has been able to

force developers to mitigate hardship for displaced tenants, e.g. by paying

moving costs, rent gaps, and lost amenities on top of extra notice and a

guaranteed right to return to an apartment of the same size at the same

rent. This ambitious program goes far beyond the provincial Residential

Tenancies Act, has few parallels in other Ontario municipalities, and was

made much more generous in the last two years. 

Unsurprisingly, developers have complained. Since last fall, Doug Ford has

given every sign that he intends to eliminate or tightly constrain the city’s

ability to protect tenants in these ways. Ford has passed two different laws

to give himself the power to limit or eliminate our tenant protection policy,

and has “consulted” on doing so. The axe could therefore fall at any time. In

the meantime, I am doing everything possible to get a fair deal for tenants

in University Rosedale.



Finally, "Taste of Little Italy" is back this year and runs from June 16 to 18th! 

 I'm proud to report that my staff have been diligently working with the

City's transportation department to ensure that the planned summer

College Street reconstruction work doesn't interfere or impede the

celebration!  Though coordinated effort with the BIA and City Staff, we were

able to shift the next phase on construction until after the festival.  I

encourage everyone to get out and enjoy the sights (and tastes) of Little

Italy.
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 City Hall Updates 
Motion MM6.10 - Addressing Homelessness in Toronto

Councillor Dianne Saxe seconded Motion MM6.10, a proposal to establish a

Mayor's Roundtable to tackle homelessness in Toronto. This includes the

development of a comprehensive response plan, in conjunction with the

Toronto Alliance to End Homelessness and the Toronto Shelter Network,

underpinning the city's commitment to finding solutions for this pressing

issue.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236257.pdf




Motion MM6.15 - Funding Increase for Non-Program

Councillors Dianne Saxe proposed Motion MM6.15. The motion, seconded by

Councillor Alejandra Bravo, requested an additional $20,000 in the 2023

Operating Budget for Non-Program to construct a healing garden at Street

Haven at the Crossroads, marking the city's commitment to initiatives that

address homelessness and enhance mental health.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236262.pdf 







https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-236257.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-236262.pdf


Motion MM6.27 - Improving Affordable Housing 

Presented by Councillor Dianne Saxe and seconded by Deputy Mayor

Jennifer McKelvie, motion MM6.27 requested a one-time budget increase

for improving the landscaping at an affordable housing building managed

by St. Clare’s Multifaith Housing Society. This motion affirms the Council's

commitment to improving living conditions for residents of affordable

housing in the city.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236288.pdf 







Motion MM6.19 - Promoting Healthy Living

Councillor Dianne Saxe initiated Motion MM6.19, an amendment to the

Parks, Forestry, and Recreation 2023 Capital Budget. The motion, seconded

by Councillor Ausma Malik, outlined a new capital sub-project, the Jean

Sibelius Square Fitness Equipment installation, funded through Section 37

funds. This effort is an integral part of the city's focus on promoting outdoor

recreation and fitness for adult residents.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236282.pdf 







Motion MM6.23 - Supporting Indigenous Businesses

Councillor Dianne Saxe introduced Motion MM6.23 at a City Council

meeting. The motion, seconded by Councillor James Pasternak, proposed

the development of an Indigenous Procurement Strategy, intended to

ensure an equitable and accessible process for First Nations, Inuit, and

Métis businesses when supplying goods and services to the city, reinforcing

Toronto's commitment to truth, justice, and reconciliation.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236286.pdf 







https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-236288.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-236282.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-236286.pdf


Motion EC4.1 - Confronting Anti-Black Racism

The Economic and Community Development Committee of Toronto

recommended the development of a new 10-year plan to address anti-

Black racism. The proposal builds upon the progress of the current five-

year plan, acknowledging persistent challenges due to systemic racism

and cost-of-living crises and emphasizing the need for sustained efforts to

create more equitable opportunities for Black communities.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236656.pdf 







Motion TE5.40 - Speed Limit Reduction

In a recent council meeting, Councillor Dianne Saxe, along with six other

councillors, proposed Motion TE5.40 to reduce speed limits on major

arterial roads within their respective wards. The motion aims to enhance

road safety and provide consistent speed limits across the wards,

demonstrating the city's ongoing efforts to reduce road fatalities and

serious injuries.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236766.pdf 




Motion TE5.53 Toronto and East York Community Council Decision -

Speed Limit Adjustment

The Toronto and East York Community Council has decided to reduce

speed limits on minor arterial roads within several wards, including

University-Rosedale. This decision seeks to enhance road safety and

provide a consistent speed limit throughout these areas, as part of a

broader plan approved by the council to reduce road fatalities and serious

injuries.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236771.pdf 

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-236656.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-236766.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-236771.pdf


Motion EC4.3 - Implementing the Canada-Wide Early Learning and Child

Care Agreement

The Economic and Community Development Committee of Toronto

proposed recommendations for the implementation of the Canada-Wide

Early Learning and Child Care Agreement in the city. The recommendations

focus on increasing Toronto's allocation of child care-funded spaces,

improving wages and benefits for child care sector staff, and expanding

school-age spaces, alongside requesting a progress report on

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-

236633.pdf 





Summer Closure of a portion of Bellair Street


Beautiful vibrant cafes will be back on Bellair Street this summer and next

after Councillor Saxe moved a motion at the Toronto and East York

Community Council. Bellair between Cumberland Street and Yorkville

Avenue will boast cafes instead of traffic from May 15, 2023, to October 15,

2023, and May 15, 2024, to October 15, 2024. 




City Council request the General Manager, Transportation Services, the

Executive Director, Municipal Licensing and Standards, and the General

Manager, Economic Development and Culture to provide

recommendations on the permanent seasonal closure of Bellair Street

from Cumberland Street to Yorkville Avenue to support CaféTO operators

and an expanded public realm, including accessibility requirements. A

report on how to make the cafe space permanent each summer to

support CaféTO operators and an expanded public realm will come back

to the December 5, 2023, meeting of Executive Committee. 




This decision aims to support CaféTO operators and expand the pedestrian

space in the area. Thank you to the Bloor-Yorkville BIA and The Greater

Yorkville Residents' Association for supporting this great addition to the

neighbourhood. For more Information, click Here.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-236633.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-235362.pdf


Register for Town Hall 





This Thursday, June 22nd at 7 PM, Councillor Saxe will field questions from

the community on her vision for and the direction of our city and ward. By

registering for the town hall with the link below, you will receive an email

with information on how to join our digital town hall. Please submit your

questions prior to the Town Hall through the form here:

https://forms.gle/eNSvtYbt15nm75BH8









Click here for Town Hall 

Registration




The City of Toronto’s CaféTO Property Improvement Program provides

restaurant, bar, and café owners with a matching grant of up to $7,500

covering 50 per cent of the cost of eligible improvements to patios in the

curb lane, on sidewalks and on private property. Funded by the Federal

Economic Development Agency for South Ontario, this program is part of

the Toronto Main Street Recovery and Rebuild Initiative. Applications are

now open and will be accepted until Friday, June 30, or when funds are

expended. Priority will be given to applicants with temporary curb lane

platforms. For more information, please refer to this link: CaféTO Property

Improvement Program – City of Toronto. 




CafeTO: Funding available for
restaurant owners for patio upgrades

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1M_nolBpdNxgqDR5mTSiDG-16wXYkulIZE8FtmW98aEM/edit
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuf-2prj0oHNMUVDqfcS3giXxg7pRmoSXg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuf-2prj0oHNMUVDqfcS3giXxg7pRmoSXg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuf-2prj0oHNMUVDqfcS3giXxg7pRmoSXg
https://www.toronto.ca/business-economy/business-operation-growth/business-incentives/cafeto-property-improvement-program/


Community Programming &
Events

Indigenous Cultures Celebration

When: June 17th - 18th 7:00-9:00 PM

at Fort York




A celebration of Indigenous Peoples Month. Join

this free, community-focused and family-

friendly event with traditional and

contemporary music, dance, artisan and

culinary experiences of the First Nations, Inuit

and Métis Peoples of Turtle Island.




Indigenous Cultures Celebration

ROM After Dark: Be Yourself

When: Friday June 30th, 7:30pm-11:30pm

at the Royal Ontario Museum




Join the fun for ROM: After Dark: Be Yourself an

end-of-Pride month extravaganza, with an

incredible line-up of live performances, pop-up

interactives, games, art, and a vibrant dance

floor. Plus, access to all the exhibitions.  




ROM After Dark: Be Yourself

https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/indigenous-arts-festival/
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/current-exhibitions
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/current-exhibitions
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/whats-on/rom-after-dark/rom-after-dark-be-yourself


Taste of Little Italy 2023

When: June 16th - 18th

College Street West, between Shaw St &

Bathurst St




All weekend you’ll have a chance to taste

classic Italian food while taking in

performances from international and local

artists as you explore the authentic culture of

Italy on College Street.




https://festivalstoronto.com/events/taste-

of-little-italy/

Theatresports

When: Fridays 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

947 Bloor St W




One of the most popular unscripted comedy

formats in the world is back and celebrating

its 40th year in Toronto! Two teams, made up

of the best comedians in the country, go

head to head. YOU decide who wins. It’s like

sports, but funny!




General Info

For events happening this spring at Ward 11's Toronto Library branches, visit:

Programs & Classes : College/Shaw , Lillian H. Smith , Palmerston , Spadina

Road , Toronto Reference Library , Yorkville : Toronto Public Library

https://festivalstoronto.com/events/taste-of-little-italy/
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/festivals-events-calendar/?start=2023-06-02T04%3A00%3A00.000Z&end=2023-06-03T03%3A59%3A59.999Z&search=&categories=&themes=&free=false&accessible=false&ongoing=false&view=fecMap&id=CgKlWA145QLXw1etzH8szw&oindex=
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=37867+33114+33143+33160+33177+33183+33191&No=0&Ns=p_pub_date_sort&Nso=0





As the school year draws to a close, the arrival of warm, welcoming

weather leaves both students and teachers hungry for the final day

of classes, when the final bell rings to signal the start of summer. For

kids across the city, Summer means endless fun... At least until Fall

rolls around. 




But in that gap between the last bell of June and the first bell of

September, our local community centres and summer camp

programming are there to provide fantastic ways to fill the long

hours and make memorable moments. 




Camp offers an exciting and immersive experience that promotes

personal development, fosters friendships, and encourages

exploration of new hobbies. Whether it's a traditional outdoor

adventure camp, an arts-focused program, a sports camp, or a

specialty camp custom tailored, there is a summer camp to suit

every child's unique passions and interests.




Summer Recreation Programs start at 7am sharp, either June 6th or

7th depending on the location of the camp. Spots tend to fill up

quickly, so be ready to register!




https://efun.toronto.ca/torontofun/Activities/ActivitiesAdvSearch.asp

Neighbourhood Spotlight

SCHOOL'S OUTSCHOOL'S OUT
FOR SUMMERFOR SUMMER

https://efun.toronto.ca/torontofun/Activities/ActivitiesAdvSearch.asp




City Council also approved a new Carbon Accountability and Carbon

Budget framework. This framework has been years in the making, and is

something TEA and allies have long advocated for. It sets absolute

emissions limits for the city’s 2025 and 2030 emissions reductions goals,

codifies them into the city’s legal and policy systems, and helps integrate

climate-based decision-making throughout the city bureaucracy,

including its finance systems. We’ll be watching for positive changes in

next year’s city budget sparked by this new process - and we’ll also be

keeping an eye on how carbon offsets impact the city’s 2040 net zero

target. 

Climate Action Toronto
Environmental Insights Explorer

Ambitious TransformTO Updates

The City of Toronto’s ambitious net zero plans received an important boost

in May when Council put an unprecedented climate accountability and

governance system into our Municipal Code. The new system is a critical

tool to help realize our TransfromTO commitment to reduce city-wide

climate pollution 45% by 2025, 65% by 2030, and to net zero by 2040. It

won't guarantee that future Councils will make the right decisions for our

climate future, but it will make the consequences of each decision much

more obvious, both to the public and to Councillors. This transparency will

be important when we grapple with the very difficult financial budget

anticipated for 2024.

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.IE3.4


https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-235864.pdf


https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/rooftop-solar-what-you-need-to-know-tickets-638074707627


https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/data-research-maps/toronto-dashboard/
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/programs-and-classes/featured/entrepreneur-in-residence.jsp
http://ttc.ca/acat


http://toronto.ca/universityrosedale




https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
mailto:Paul.M.Johnson@toronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/infrastructure-projects/college-street-upgrades/


http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=I3%2BLj4%2FcFelP06lvWh6hfw%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=ZB3VVo3GEnCE0VqfmVwOJA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=F22NkogXmjFe3DorH21zRg%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=ZPxoqdg0ISsKTl6tEDKL6g%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=pBdVQo186e1EE62Niu8yCA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=dvajf6V43MAbksXPGBn9jA%3D%3D
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/council/council-committee-meetings/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/council/council-committee-meetings/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/97e1-CommitteeofAdjustment-Toronto-East-York-Agenda-June-14-2023.pdf


https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights
https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive
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