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Dear Neighbour,

These are interesting times at City Hall.
Olivia Chow’s Mayoralty will represent a
notable turning point in our city’s history.
When she takes office this Wednesday,
July 12th, Olivia will become both the first
person of colour in Toronto’s history, and
first woman occupant of the Mayor's
chair since amalgamation. 

It speaks incredibly well of our city that the top two choices of Torontonians
in this most recent by-election were both immigrant women of humble
roots. The face of politics and governance is changing in Toronto and I
believe that this is both a welcome development and an important step
forward for the future.

Olivia Chow ascends to the office of Mayor during a particularly turbulent
moment. Yet, while the city’s challenges remain immense, I look forward to
working together and finding common ground.

Summer has arrived, and Toronto is buzzing with activities. Thank you to
everyone who helps to make so many exciting events happen!
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Hundreds turned out for our Community Environment Day, the Indigenous
Arts Festival, the Park People conference, and the Canadian Circular
Economy Summit. Thousands joined me at the Taste of Little Italy, at the
Toronto Jazz Festival,  and cheered on the marchers in the annual Pride
Parade. Everyone has a place here, and that's what makes Toronto so
special.  

 
June brought more evidence of climate
breakdown, with sweltering heat and
choking wildfire smoke. We all coughed.
The daycare tots toddled sadly inside City
Hall when the smoke was too bad to go
outside. What future can we still save for
them?  There is no time to waste. Climate-
driven heat and smoke create suffering
and health risks for thousands living in old
buildings without air conditioning. I am
working with Councillor Carroll on what the
city can do to reduce high temperatures in
un-air-conditioned rental housing. The
answers may cool respite centres, and
giving tenants a right to cool-cooking
induction stoves. Thank you Councillor
Carroll, for adopting my recommendations.
I am proud to work with you to protect
tenants.

At TEYCC, after ensuring new affordable apartments and protections and
compensation for existing tenants, I obtained extra environmental
commitments from four new condos. These included electric-only
appliances, low-carbon heating and cooling, and energy efficient building
envelopes plus commitments not to block Yonge Street during
construction. 



We continue to work closely with SSHA to balance the needs of housed and
unhoused constituents. While there are no simple answers, the startup of
the Indigenous youth shelter is a positive development, and we have
agreed to host another warming centre this winter. Many more shelter
beds will become available now that the federal government is taking back
its responsibility to house refugees. And we are working hard to see more
affordable housing built as soon as possible. 

Thank you to the many residents of Ward 11 who have shared your
concerns and ideas with us this month. We read and appreciate every
email. Best wishes to everyone for a great July.



 City Hall Updates 

MM7.11 - Advancing University Park
Councillor Saxe seconded a motion initiated by Deputy Mayor Jennifer

McKelvie to advance the University Park project. This involves negotiating
with the Matthews Foundation and the Michael Young Family Foundation to

receive a donation to fund the costs of initiating and undertaking a
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, Preliminary Design, and related

studies for University Park. 
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.MM7.11 

MM7.41 - CaféTO Exemption - 1068 Yonge Street
Councillor Dianne Saxe, seconded by Councillor James Pasternak,

proposed a motion to exempt the curb lane café permit area for 1068
Yonge Street, The Rebel House, from certain requirements of the City of
Toronto Municipal Code. This exemption will facilitate the installation of

CaféTO patios, enhancing the city's vibrant outdoor dining scene. 
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.MM7.41 



MM7.29 - Fringe Festival Lane Closure
Councillor Dianne Saxe, seconded by Councillor Chris Moise, proposed a
motion for the temporary closure of Barbara Barrett Lane, between David

French Lane to Brunswick Avenue, from July 3 to July 18, 2023. This closure is
to facilitate the Toronto Fringe Festival, a key cultural event in the city that

showcases independent and emerging artists. 
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.MM7.29 

TE6.54 - Kensington Market Safe Streets Implementation
Councillor Dianne Saxe supported the amended motion to prioritize

pedestrian safety in Kensington Market. The motion, which includes a $9.5
million investment, aims to improve safety and accessibility while

supporting local businesses. Key features of the project include mid-block
curb extensions, widened sidewalks, dedicated commercial loading areas,
reduced speed limits, and more bike parking. The initiative also proposes a

time-restricted pilot project to test and evaluate a pedestrianised zone. 
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.TE6.54 

MM7.17 - Graphic Image Delivery
Councillor Dianne Saxe, seconded by Councillor Paula Fletcher, put forth a

motion to regulate the unsolicited delivery of graphic images to
residences. The proposed by-law aims to give recipients a choice whether

they wish to view such images. The by-law, modelled on the London
Disturbing Images by-law, would require any graphic image or photograph
purporting to show a fetus to be fully concealed within a sealed envelope
or package, marked with the name and address of the person responsible

for delivery and a warning that the envelope or package “contains a
graphic image that may be offensive or disturbing to some people”. The

motion also directs the Executive Director, Municipal Licensing and
Standards to propose how to govern the display of graphic disturbing

images in the public right of way.
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.MM7.17 



Motion EC4.1 - Confronting Anti-Black Racism
The Economic and Community Development Committee of Toronto

recommended the development of a new 10-year plan to address anti-
Black racism. The proposal builds upon the progress of the current five-
year plan, acknowledging persistent challenges due to systemic racism

and cost-of-living crises and emphasizing the need for sustained efforts to
create more equitable opportunities for Black communities.

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-
236656.pdf 

IE5.5 - Planning for an E Scooter Pilot
Councillor Dianne Saxe initiated a motion to explore the implementation of
an E-scooter program in Toronto. The motion, which was forwarded to City

Council without recommendations, requests the General Manager,
Transportation Services to report back with a plan for a TPA E-scooter

program where each scooter is equipped with sidewalk prevention
technology . The proposal acknowledges the potential of E-scooters as a
valuable micro-mobility option that can help Torontonians navigate the

city and contribute to the city's TransformTO climate goals. However, it also
recognizes the need to address safety concerns and regulatory issues,

particularly to prevent the use of E-scooters on sidewalks and the need for
adequate insurance. 

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.IE5.5 

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ec/bgrd/backgroundfile-236656.pdf


Register for Town Hall 




This Thursday, July 27th at 7 PM, Councillor Saxe will hold our monthly Town
Hall, answering questions from the community on her vision for and the
direction of our city and ward. This month we will looking primarily at the
issues that tenants face. To register for the town hall, please use the link

below on the left; you will receive an email with information on how to join
our digital Town Hall. To submit a question prior to the Town Hall, please

use the link below on the right.; you will receive an email with information
on how to join our digital Town Hall. To submit a question prior to the Town

Hall, please use the link below on the right. 









Click Here for Town Hall 
Registration

A large, shallow, heart-shaped pond at the park’s centre,
combined with existing and newly planted trees to create a
tranquil area,
A gently swirling pathway for pedestrians to enjoy a calm respite, 
Nine bronze-cast Canadian animals and moveable café-style
tables and chairs.
A trellis, a drinking fountain and a dog off-leash area.

The new two-acre (8,100-square-metre) park, where an off-ramp
used to be, creates an urban oasis for the growing population in the

downtown core. It's a flexible public space for residents, office
workers and the thousands of tourists who visit the city’s central

waterfront each year. The park includes:




Love Park Opens At The Waterfront

Click Here to Submit a
Question

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIpceyvpz0iHNPwTWiC-K6_5NOztZYS2Dp4
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIpceyvpz0iHNPwTWiC-K6_5NOztZYS2Dp4
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIpceyvpz0iHNPwTWiC-K6_5NOztZYS2Dp4
https://forms.gle/eNSvtYbt15nm75BH8


Community Programming &
Events

Summerlicious Food Festival
When: July 7th - July 23rd

Across the City



Gather with friends and family and savour
delicious three-course prix fixe lunch and dinner

menus at more than 200 local restaurants.



Reservations began to fill up June 29, so be sure
to grab your spot now!



Summerlicious Info

Toronto Fringe Festival
When: July 5th - July 16th

Across the City



1,200 artists, 12 days, 16 venues - it's going to
be another exciting year at the Toronto Fringe

Festival! Featuring only the best live
performances across every genre

imaginable, there's something for everyone!
 

Toronto Fringe Festival Information

https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/summerlicious/
https://fringetoronto.com/


A Taste of Kensington & Chinatown
When: July 30th, 2023, 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

August 20th, 2023, 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
Meet at Bellevue Square



This scavenger hunt will have your team

exploring the vintage shops, fresh markets,
street art, history, and culture of Toronto's

Kensington Market and Chinatown. 
 

Kensington & Chinatown Scavenger Hunt

Toronto Summer Music Festival
When: July 6th - July 29th

Across the City



The theme of this summer's Festival is
"Metamorphosis," representing  an era of new

ideas built on the foundation of classical
masterworks. This is an exciting juncture in

classical music where we have top musicians
inspiring us with their musical mastery.



General Info

For events happening this spring at Ward 11's Toronto Library branches, visit:
Programs & Classes : College/Shaw , Lillian H. Smith , Palmerston , Spadina

Road , Toronto Reference Library , Yorkville : Toronto Public Library

https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/festivals-events-calendar/?id=wB4DKaNHaK7YV_AmOpT1fA
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/festivals-events-calendar/?start=2023-07-05T04%3A00%3A00.000Z&end=2023-08-01T03%3A59%3A59.999Z&search=&categories=&themes=&free=false&accessible=false&ongoing=false&view=fecMap&id=2dq6eIKoU2UOSM7gIJMUNg&oindex=
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=37867+33114+33143+33160+33177+33183+33191&No=0&Ns=p_pub_date_sort&Nso=0


For this month's Neighbourhood Spotlight, we take a look at the
Evergreen Brick Works, a hub of fun activities, green design and

future-focused commerce that Clr Saxe helped to build. 



A former quarry and industrial site, today the site has been repurposed as
both as destination attraction, and a testing zone for sustainable initiatives
that can scale across the nation and the world. While nature takes centre
stage at the Brick Works, with its sprawling green spaces, tranquil ponds,

and meandering trails, there's much more to it as well.



 If you’re looking for the best ingredients for your next home-cooked
meal, the largest Farmer’s Market in Toronto gathers here every

Saturday. If you're looking for a place to bring the family, there’s a
Children’s Garden every Saturday too. Are delicious treats and drinks

more your speed? Then check out Cafe Belong. If you'd like to take
your time and soak everything in - private guided tours of the

grounds are available during the week, and free tours are available
on Saturdays. 



Between access to the Don Valley, the event space for rent, culinary

workshops and artisan markets - anyone and everyone has a reason
to check out this fabulous location, found right here in Ward 11.



Evergreen Brick Works | Evergreen




Neighbourhood Spotlight

EVERGREENEVERGREEN
BRICKWORKSBRICKWORKS

https://www.evergreen.ca/evergreen-brick-works/


One of the easiest and most cost-effective ways to fight climate change
and ecosystem collapse is to cut food waste. Not Far From The Tree

connects people with fruit trees with excess fruit with volunteers in their
community who want to pick and share it. No good fruit should fall to

waste when so many people can use it! The bounty from each fruit pick is
split three ways: one-third is provided to the tree registrant, one-third is

split amongst the picking volunteers, and one-third is delivered to one of
their social service agency partners, including food banks, community

kitchens, supportive housing programs, and community health centres.



Register Your Fruit Tree For Picking!



Do you have a fruit tree within their catchment area? Does it produce more
than you can use? They can help pick and share it!



Don’t have a fruit tree but want to participate? No worries, we are always

looking for pick leaders and fruit-picking volunteers to come out and help! 

Climate Action Toronto

Not Far From the Tree

Corsi–Rosenthal Box
As climate fires spread around the world, purifying dirty air becomes

everyone's challenge. The Corsi–Rosenthal Box is an effective, inexpensive,
do-it-yourself air purifier that anyone can build, and it also helps stop

respiratory viruses like Covid. Designed by engineers Richard Corsi and Jim
Rosenthal, it only takes HVAC particulate air filters, a box fan and tape.  We
made one for our office and we adore it.  Find out more on the Wikipedia

summary and build your own!



https://notfarfromthetree.org/
https://notfarfromthetree.org/tree-harvest/
https://notfarfromthetree.org/nfftt-is-growing/
https://nfftt.wpengine.com/get-involved/pick-leaders/
https://nfftt.wpengine.com/get-involved/fruit-pickers/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corsi%E2%80%93Rosenthal_Box


A special warning to those with homes near Toronto's beautiful ravines: our
ravines are eroding faster as infrastructure ages and climate change
increases. That puts a number of homes in University Rosedale at risk.

However, typical homeowner insurance does NOT cover erosion damage, as it
is considered a type of "landslide". The city won't pay for it either, especially for
homes that have turned down a TRCA recommendation for cost-shared slope

stabilization. Check with your insurance broker.

Check your Home Insurance

Councillor Saxe and her staff extend very special congratulations to Celine
Wan, recipient of a Certificate of Achievement in June. Celine is a grade 3

student in the ward who took the initiative to pick up garbage in her school
playground and also to clean the Doctors’ Parkette at Brunswick and

College of cigarette butts. She is committed to keeping neighbourhood
places beautiful to live, play, relax, and learn. Celine is also helping to divert

batteries destined for landfill to proper recycling. 



Her father, Peter Wan, accompanied Celine to accept her award. In her
spare time, Celine enjoys lego, soccer, and drawing. Her favourite places in

Toronto are Centre Island, Harbourfront Centre, and the Music Garden.



Certificate of Achievement



UHN, which includes Toronto Western Hospital, Toronto General Hospital,
Princess Margaret Cancer Centre, Toronto Rehab and the Michener

Institute of Education – all within our ward – is a top energy performer
among its peer hospitals, and a global leader in environmentally

sustainable healthcare.



UHN’s vision is A Healthier World, and their sustainable environment
practices are part of realizing that vision. In the last decade, UHN has

completed more than 600 energy projects, which helped reduce:
• Overall energy use by 11 per cent

• Water use by 46 per cent (equivalent of saving 168 Olympic-sized
swimming pools)

• Greenhouse gas emissions by 45,256 tonnes – the same as taking 9,751
cars off the road!



The organization’s collaboration and leadership on healthcare

environmental sustainability locally, nationally and around the globe, has
been recognized with multiple awards and accolades, including Green

Hospital of the Year, world’s greenest hospital at the International Hospital
Federation Awards, and being named one of Canada’s Greenest Employers

for three years in a row. 

Strides Made at University Health Network

Join Lost Rivers and Green 11 for a tour of lost Russell Creek on Sunday, July 9th, 2
p.m. - 4:30 p.m from the headwaters at Monsignor Fraser Park to Bellevue Park in
Kensington Market.  The walk begins in an amazing park that was once a tarmac
surface, then we will visit some pocket forests and talk about earth friendly front

yards.  Along the way there will be stories of past and present communities. 
 Finally, at Kensington Market we will hear about the groundbreaking work being
done to create land trusts, Shawn Grey will share a beautiful banner, and we will
celebrate. It is all about finding your place in a Colonial land, and we will have a

chance to add our own contributions.



Meet at NW corner of Markham and London; walk ends at Bellevue Square



The walk route will be on city streets and accessible parks with washrooms at the
end and at stores along the way. For more information and to RSVP contact,

greenward11@gmail.com.

Pocket Forests



Ward Updates

T﻿apestry Opera and Nightwood Theatre are building a badly needed
collaborative space for the performing arts in the basement of 877 Yonge
Street, city-owned affordable housing near the Rosedale subway. The new
theatre will help re-establish midtown as a great destination for artists and
audiences. It will include a 2700 sq foot performance hall, rehearsal studio,

greenroom and shared office spaces. 
I am proud to have helped make this incredible facility possible, in

cooperation with the St. Clare Multifaith Housing Society, Greater Yorkville
Residents’ Association, the ABC Residents’ Association, 1 Bloor Street West

and Plaza Partners. And I’m grateful to the ABCRA for spearheading a
fundraising campaign to raise another $250,000 to complete the theatre.

They will match the first $25,000 donated. With your support, we know they
can bridge the gap.

Donate Here





877 Yonge Street Performing Arts Centre

Cecil Street Community Centre Fundraising

With another successful AGM under their belt, Cecil Street Community
Centre is continuing on with a great tradition of community engagement.

Your support is always appreciated, and for as little as $125, you can give a
week of summer camp to a child in your community. Your donation is also

tax deductible, and all levels of giving are sincerely appreciated. 
Donate Here






https://www.nightwoodtheatre.net/877-yonge/
https://tapestryopera.my.salesforce-sites.com/donate/?dfId=a0n3u00000pr8j5AAA
https://secure.toronto.ca/webapps/feps_donateto/?whereToGive=Invest+in+Community+and+People&program=Cecil+Community+Centre+General+Donations


The City of Toronto is planning to rehabilitate the Don Valley Parkway Ramp
Bridge over Bayview Avenue Extension. This work will ensure that the bridge

meets today’s standards and remains safe
for vehicles and pedestrians into the future. The project is part of the

Council-approved 2023 Capital Works Program. Construction is
anticipated to take place between June 2023 to December 2023. If you
have questions about the upcoming work, please contact us and quote

23ECS-BE-03BSE.



Field Ambassador Maria Lippa, 416-495-4209,
DVPBayviewAv@morrisonhershfield.com



TTY Hearing Impaired Service 416-338-0889 (Daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed

holidays)
General inquiries 311

Website: toronto.ca/universityrosedale

Construction Notices 

Don Valley Parkway Ramp Bridge Rehabilitation
over Bayview Avenue Extension

http://toronto.ca/universityrosedale




Starting in late Spring 2023, the City of Toronto will reconstruct Bloor Street

West between Avenue Road and Spadina Avenue, making various
improvements to enhance accessibility and safety for all road users. The
improvements will include reconstruction of the road base and sidewalks,
installation of permanent raised cycle tracks, a protected intersection, and
improvements to green infrastructure features. Councillor Saxe is working
hard to minimize the impact on travel during construction and ensure the

safety of cyclists and pedestrians.

Planning and development continue to be a significant part of Councillor
Saxe’s work in Ward 11. If you’d like to discuss any development in particular
with our office, please contact holli.butrimas@toronto.ca. Please stay tuned

for a development map on our website. 

BLOOR STREET RECONSTRUCTION

The City’s contractor is in the process of upgrading existing bike lanes to
separated cycle tracks, including the installation of elevated cycle tracks

from Manning Avenue to Spadina Avenue and at grade from Spadina
Avenue to Bay Street. The project has been extended to July 2023. For more

information, please visit the City of Toronto’s College Street Upgrades
webpage here: College Street Upgrades – City of Toronto. For questions on

this project, please contact Nathalie Forde, 416-392-3556,
CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca. 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS ON COLLEGE
STREET

Development Radar

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/infrastructure-projects/college-street-upgrades/
mailto:CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca


Upcoming Community
Consultation Meetings 

Due to issues with direct links, registration for all the following projects must
be located through the City Planning Consultation webpage here:
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-

consultations/city-planning-consultations/ 
Ontario Line Zoning By-law Amendments

July 12, 6:30 - 8:30PM
Vanessa Opassinis, vanessa.opassinis2@toronto.ca 




Please be advised the New Terms of Reference for the Draft Zoning By-law
Amendment came into effect on July 1st, 2023. Terms of Reference
Application Support Materials are periodically updated to ensure

application requirements are current and reflect changes in legislation,
technical requirements and evolving best practices. The City of Toronto will

be required to provide planning application fee refunds for applications
received on/after July 1st that are not processed within the statutory

timeframes outlined in Bill 97 and Bill 109.



The commenting period for the new Provincial Policy Statement is open
until August 4, 2023. You can submit a comment on

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6813 or to growthplanning@ontario.ca. 

Planning Updates

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
mailto:vanessa.opassinis2@toronto.ca


Committee of Adjustment 
For the month of July, there will be two dates for Toronto and East

York Committee of Adjustment hearings. 

The agenda for this meeting has not yet been posted. Please refer
here for Committee meeting agenda updates: Council &

Committee Meetings – City of Toronto.

July 12th, 2023

July 19th, 2023

July 12th Agenda: https://www.toronto.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/9897-CommitteeofAdjustment-Toronto-East-

York-Agenda-July-12-2023.pdf 



368 Summerhill Avenue



102 Glen Road



525 Roxton Road



100 Inglewood Drive



243 Glenrose Avenue



111 Marlborough Avenue

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/council/council-committee-meetings/
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=PnD0sO%2BQZVr09zefB2%2FCjA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=52Y2JkkemUupkrQJG949eA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=P9XKv%2BOmV5JISEmKYUyzeg%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=qSl1kUd4g%2FowGk6hZxLbfQ%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=fCA94oSYqNumv1Mt5y%2BB6A%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=TcK6P41m9lx8u9FTwmBxKw%3D%3D


Toronto City Council, July 19th-21th

Upcoming Council Events

Infrastructure and Environment Committee,
Resumes in September

For more information on upcoming meetings and to

access the agendas, visit the webpage here:

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights




To watch City Council and Committee Meetings, visit

the youtube channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive

Toronto and East York Community Council,
Resumes in September

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights
https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive


If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please email

councillor_saxe@toronto.ca. If you would like to share an event

or news item with your community, please send us an email.




For updates on the local issues that matter to you, follow us on

social media!

 

Contact Us

https://twitter.com/DianneSaxe
https://www.facebook.com/diannesaxe.mc
https://www.instagram.com/dianne.saxe/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://diannesaxe.ca/

