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The new mayor has spent much of her first few weeks dealing with the
heart-wrenching scenes of asylum claimants camped on the bare
sidewalk in front of 121 Peter St., the city’s shelter intake. While the federal
government has taken responsibility for asylum claimants in Montreal, they
refuse to do so in Toronto, arguing that Doug Ford’s provincial government
isn’t paying its share. Until the federal and provincial governments fund a
reception centre at Pearson Airport to and provide arriving migrants with
housing, asylum claimants are continuing to flood our shelter system. After
a 500% increase in refugee claimants, we simply have no more beds to
offer to anyone. The City’s extraordinary efforts to add 250 new refugee
beds helped; though they were filled within days. This means that we
cannot provide shelter for the steady flow of new asylum claimants,
including those who are again sleeping in front of 121 Peter Street. 

Moreover, this prevents the City from offering shelter beds to the homeless
living on the street and in encampments across the city. Having a place to
stay that we can offer the homeless is one of our most powerful tools to
meaningfully assist them regain their footing and return to a safe and
stable life.
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Dianne's Desk
Dear Neighbour,

Summer is more than half over and changes
are happening at City Hall. More senior staff
are moving on: I'll miss Heather Taylor
(Finance), Josie Scioli (Corporate Services)
and Janie Romoff (Parks). Tory's budget chief,
Councillor Gary Crawford, has resigned which
opens up the chance for a new voice. On
August 10th, Mayor Chow and Council will redo
committee assignments for 2023 and 2024.
Committee assignments have a major impact
on what any councillor is able to achieve. 



While I always immediately ask City staff to take action, there is little they
can do for either the homeless or the general community when the shelters
are full. To everyone who has written to me about this, I know the current
situation is unacceptable. I am doing everything I can. 

The city continues to work hard to break the impasse with the federal and
provincial governments. One way you can help is to write to your local
federal MP. Let the federal government know that you are personally
affected by witnessing the pain of suffering of your neighbours. Be clear
how important it is that they start looking after refugee claimants so that
the city can get back to providing shelter space to the local homeless
population.

In other matters, I was able to persuade the developer of 145 St. George to
voluntarily provide enhanced moving assistance to special-needs tenants,
and I triggered the process of establishing a construction hub to
coordinate the intense construction pressure along Yonge Street from St.
Clair to Bloor. Construction Hubs are a Vision Zero measure to improve
road safety and coordinate the public right-of-way. Also after lengthy
negotiations, Uber has finally began to provide clear instructions to drivers
and riders about not riding on the sidewalk or obstructing bike lanes. 

To everyone who brought their excellent questions, compliments and
complaints to me at the Bloor Borden market on August 2, thank you.
Hearing your passionate ideas for how to improve our ward and city is part
of what makes being your representative to municipal government such
an honour. 

Thanks to everyone for reading, Fall will be here before we know it. Enjoy the
rest of the summer!



 City Hall Updates 
MM8.29 - Securing Shelter and Support for Refugees

 Mayor Olivia Chow put forth a comprehensive plan to provide immediate
shelter and support for refugees in Toronto. This plan includes securing

temporary shelter for a minimum of 150 refugees, expressing gratitude for
the Provincial Government's contribution to the Canada-Ontario Housing
Benefit, and requesting that the Federal Government match this funding.
The plan also calls for the development of an outreach strategy to secure
rental accommodation for refugees and the establishment of a federally-

funded reception centre for newly-arrived refugees at Pearson
International Airport. Councillor Saxe fully supports this initiative,

recognizing the importance of providing immediate and long-term
support for refugees in our city.

More Information

EX6.19 - Toronto Hydro Corporation Annual General Meeting
City Council, acting as the Shareholder for Toronto Hydro Corporation,
adopted several resolutions pertaining to the operation and financial

management of Toronto Hydro Corporation. Councillor Saxe raised
important questions about the corporation's plans to switch their street
lights to LEDs, emphasizing the need for sustainable practices. She also

critically evaluated Toronto Hydro's preparedness for addressing climate
change, urging the corporation to take more proactive measures.

More Information

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-238436.pdf
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.EX6.19


CC8.2 - Declaring Gender-Based Violence and Intimate Partner Violence
an Epidemic in the City of Toronto 

Mayor Olivia Chow has called for the declaration of gender-based violence
and intimate-partner violence as an epidemic in Toronto, for which

Councillor Saxe stands in full support. This declaration includes urging the
Provincial and Federal Governments to enact additional recommendations

from the inquest into the 2015 murders in Renfrew County, Ontario,
advocating for the addition of 'Femicide' to the Criminal Code of Canada,

and requesting necessary support from the Provincial and Federal
Governments to address this epidemic. 

More Information

EX6.1 - Review of City of Toronto Guiding Principles for Executive
Compensation Policies at City Agencies and Corporations 

Councillor Saxe moved to incorporate the objectives of TransformTO into
the goal setting and performance measurements for Chief Executive

Officers at City Agencies and Corporations. Aligning the city's executive
compensation policies with its climate action goals is vital to attaining a

more sustainable future.
 More Information

IE5.1 - Two-Stroke Engine Small Equipment: Steps to Pursue a Ban
 As a member of the Infrastructure and Environment Committee, Councillor
Dianne Saxe directed the City Manager to develop a plan to implement a
ban on the use of two-stroke engine leaf blowers, lawnmowers, and other

small engine equipment due to their adverse impact on air quality and
human health. The ban on two-stroke engine equipment is a targeted

action within the larger framework of the city's environmental strategy to
achieve net-zero emissions.

More Information

IE5.5 - Planning for an E-Scooter Pilot 
Councillor Saxe proposed a pilot project for e-scooters in Toronto. She

emphasized the need for data collection, evaluation of safety standards,
and assessment of liability insurance requirements. Her proposal aims to

explore the potential of e-scooters as a low-carbon transportation
alternative while addressing safety and regulatory concerns. 

More Information

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.EX6.1
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.EX6.1
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-237510.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-237443.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-237443.pdf


Register for Town Hall 
Thank you for all your kind comments about our Tenants' Rights Town Hall

in July. Constituents were so enthusiastic about this format, with
presentations on a single theme from city and outside experts, that we're

going to do this more often. We'll be taking a break for the month of August,
but please use this form to help us select topics for future Town Halls that

are of most interest to you.

Click Here to Suggest
 a Topic Hall Topic

CARIBBEAN CARNIVALCARIBBEAN CARNIVAL

The July Highlight

In July it was great to get out and enjoy Toronto's
Caribana Festival. Three weeks of fun activities, food
and celebration across the city isn't enough to fully

capture everything this keystone summer event has to
offer. It is an unforgettable experience that

encapsulates the vibrant culture, lively music, delicious
food, and the sense of unity that the Caribbean

community brings to our multicultural city. 





https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13XiJgV42act6SGKsJYeT56LQMh18nnxnHnDq0nxLU6s/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13XiJgV42act6SGKsJYeT56LQMh18nnxnHnDq0nxLU6s/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13XiJgV42act6SGKsJYeT56LQMh18nnxnHnDq0nxLU6s/edit


Community Programming &
Events

TUSARNITUT! Music Born of the Cold
When: Until September 24th

Royal Ontario Museum



With over one hundred sculptures, prints,
drawings and installations themed around music

from the 1950s to the present, this exhibition
explores the fundamental role music plays in Inuit

life, while providing a rare opportunity to
appreciate differences in style and content

among artists in regions.



Tusarnitut Info

Toronto Tree Tours and Shrub Giveaway
When: August 12th & August 19th

Dorset Park & Spenvalley Park



Develop your tree ID skills on a guided walk
through Dorset Park on Aug. 12th or

Spenvalley Park on Aug 19th. Learn about the
importance of native species and how to
identify them. At the end of the tour, take

home a free native shrub!
 

Tree Tour Registration

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/tusarnitut-tusarnitut-music-born-of-the-cold


Toronto Chinatown Festival
When:  August 19 12pm - 11pm

August 20 11am-8pm



This month, you are invited to explore
Toronto's historic Chinatown. With a

performance by Singer/Actor Lee Lung Kei, a
mural walking tour to showcase the best of
Chinatown's public art and countless other

attractions, be sure to check out this marque
event!

 
Chinatown Festival

Queen's Park Building Tours
When: Everyday Until Sept 4

Queen's Park



Ontario's Legislative Building was opened in
1893 and has been the seat of the province's

Parliament ever since. With indoor and
outdoor tours (and even the option for high
tea) there's no better chance to admire the

beauty of this provincial landmark.



General Info

For events happening this spring at Ward 11's Toronto Library branches, visit:
Programs & Classes : College/Shaw , Lillian H. Smith , Palmerston , Spadina

Road , Toronto Reference Library , Yorkville : Toronto Public Library

akoy

https://chinatownbia.com/eventsnews/tcf2023/
https://www.ola.org/en/visit-learn/tours
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=37867+33114+33143+33160+33177+33183+33191&No=0&Ns=p_pub_date_sort&Nso=0


Neighbourhood Spotlight

CHRISTIE PITTS RALLYCHRISTIE PITTS RALLY
AGAINST RACISMAGAINST RACISM

August 16th will mark the 90th
anniversary of the Christie Pits
Riot, Canada's largest race riot.
In 1933, there was a frightening
amount of fascism and anti-
Semitism in Canada;  Toronto

had "No Jews or dogs" signs on
public beaches. 



On August 16, 1933, Nazi

sympathizers, waving a large
swastika, interrupted a

baseball game at Christie Pits
between St. Peter's and the

largely Jewish team of Harbord
Playground. 

The Jewish players were not cowed, and pressed forward with some Italian
teammates to tear down the swastika. This confrontation became a brawl

that involved or was witnessed by over 10,000 people, including some of
Councillor Saxe's family. Many dozens were badly injured. In the aftermath,

Mayor Stewart prohibited the display of swastikas. The riot was not
repeated. 



If we don't learn from history, we will be doomed to repeat it. Councillors

Colle and Saxe are therefore marking the 90th anniversary with a softball
game, food and music. The event starts 6pm, and the first pitch will be

thrown at 7pm. Please email councillor_saxe@toronto.ca and let us know if
you'll be coming. 




mailto:councillor_saxe@toronto.ca


On September 3rd from 10 am to 2 pm, join us at Fred Hamilton Park for our
second and final Community Environment Day of 2023. Each Community

Environment Day is a great opportunity to pick up free compost or to clear
out clutter that doesn't belong in a landfill:  old electronics, fluorescent
bulbs, spray cans, batteries, paint, garden chemicals, textiles, books,

kitchen appliances, etc. We look forward to seeing you there.

Climate Action Toronto

Community Environment Day

Reusable Takeout Containers 
Single-use food containers create a huge amount of ugly litter, as well as

climate pollution and waste. To avoid them, Torontonians now have access
to another reusable takeout food container system. Muuse offers a sort of

"library" for reusable food containers, simply install the app to use their
containers at dozens of food vendors. 

More Info

TRCA Butterfly Festival at Tommy Thompson Park
The TRCA Butterfly Festival is a free public event at Tommy Thompson Park

to celebrate Monarch Butterflies as they embark on their annual epic
journey to Mexico. On August 19th, get out to Toronto's largest, coolest

greenspace and send our winged friends off in style. 
More Info

https://www.muuse.io/toronto
https://trca.ca/butterflyfestival/


Ward Updates

Illegally blocked bike lanes are a massive problem for cyclists. A single car
blocking a bike lane is enough to force a cyclist to veer into the path of an

oncoming truck. This makes all the difference between a bike commute
being fairly safe and life-threatening, especially for seniors and children. 



In addition to Councillor Saxe's work on this with courier and delivery

companies, 14 Division of the Toronto Police Service has agreed to help. Not
only will their officers issue more tickets, they are also launching a

community reporting program. If you send them a photo of a vehicle
blocking a bike lane, with a visible license plate, they will contact and warn

the registered owner of that vehicle. 



14 Division Information

Dupont Station Refurbishing
After extensive negotiations between Councillor Saxe and the TTC, damage
to the beautiful design of Dupont Station is finally to be repaired. As a first
step, mismatched panes in the glass entrance ways are being replaced,

and replacement stair and penny tiles are being purchased.



At the same time, Councillor Saxe, the TTC, the Dupont Castle BIA and the
Annex Residents' Association are working with Plaza Partners on a plan to

refresh the outside of the entrances, with better lighting and seating.  

New Way to Report Blocked Bike Lanes

https://www.tps.ca/my-neighbourhood/14-division/


The City of Toronto is planning to rehabilitate the Don Valley Parkway Ramp
Bridge over Bayview Avenue Extension. This work will ensure that the bridge

meets today’s standards and remains safe
for vehicles and pedestrians into the future. The project is part of the

Council-approved 2023 Capital Works Program. Construction is
anticipated to take place between until December of this year. If you have
questions about the upcoming work, please contact us and quote 23ECS-

BE-03BSE.



Field Ambassador Maria Lippa, 416-495-4209,
DVPBayviewAv@morrisonhershfield.com



TTY Hearing Impaired Service 416-338-0889 (Daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed

holidays)
General inquiries 311

Website: toronto.ca/universityrosedale

Construction Notices 

Don Valley Parkway Ramp Bridge Rehabilitation
over Bayview Avenue Extension

Development Radar
Planning and development continue to be a significant part of Councillor

Saxe’s work in Ward 11. Typically, there are more than 250 development
applications at any one time, plus more than 50 site plan applications and

construction sites. If you’d like to discuss any development in particular
with our office, please contact holli.butrimas@toronto.ca

http://toronto.ca/universityrosedale
mailto:holli.butrimas@toronto.ca




The City has begun to reconstruct Bloor Street West between Avenue Road

and Spadina Avenue, including new road base, sidewalks, gre﻿en
infrastructure, raised cycle tracks, and a protected intersection at St.

George. This work is proceeding in phases, and to be completed in 2024.
Councillor Saxe is working hard to minimize the impact on travel during
construction and to protect the safety of cyclists and pedestrians. For

questions on this project, please contact Nathalie Forde, 416-392-3556,
CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca

BLOOR STREET RECONSTRUCTION

Every construction project encounters unexpected obstacles. The City’s
contractor is still upgrading sidewalks and bike lanes along College,
including cycle tracks from Manning Avenue to Bay Street. For more

information, please visit the City of Toronto’s College Street Upgrades
webpage here: College Street Upgrades – City of Toronto. For questions on

this project, please contact Nathalie Forde, 416-392-3556,
CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca. 

 UPGRADES ON COLLEGE STREET

mailto:CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/infrastructure-projects/college-street-upgrades/
mailto:CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca


Upcoming Community
Consultation Meetings 

Due to issues with direct links, registration for all the following projects must
be located through the City Planning Consultation webpage here:
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-

consultations/city-planning-consultations/ 
Toronto Metropolitan University City-wide Zoning By-law Harmonization 

August 23, 6PM - 7:30PM
Jamie Atkinson, Jamie.atkinson@toronto.ca  

Committee of Adjustment 
For the month of August, there will be three dates for Toronto and
East York Committee of Adjustment hearings. Please be advised
the Application Information Centre recently underwent a system
and design upgrade. There may still be some technical hiccups.

August 9th, 2023
August 9th Agenda



32 Rowanwood Avenue



795 Shaw Street



330 St. Clair Avenue East



61 Highland Avenue



52 Moore Avenue



196 Borden Street

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
mailto:Jamie.atkinson@toronto.ca
mailto:Jamie.atkinson@toronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/9800-CommitteeofAdjustment-Toronto-East-York-Agenda-August-9-2023.pdf


August 16th Agenda



437 Euclid Avenue



15 Glen Baillie Place



8 McKenzie Avenue



510 Euclid Avenue



494 Crawford Street



24 Hudson Drive



August 16th, 2023

August 30th, 2023
The agenda for this meeting has not been posted yet. Please refer to the

following link for Council and Committee meeting agenda updates:
Council & Committee Meetings – City of Toronto

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/8fa4-CommitteeofAdjustment-Toronto-East-York-Agenda-August-16-2023.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5221683&pid=185499
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5246400&pid=216521
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5255247&pid=274504
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5270076&pid=185670
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5282643&pid=186621
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5290538&pid=276731
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/meetingSchedule


Toronto City Council will sit August 10

Upcoming Council Events

Infrastructure and Environment Committee,
Resumes in September

For more information on upcoming meetings and to
access the agendas, visit the webpage here:

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights



To watch City Council and Committee Meetings, visit
the youtube channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive

Toronto and East York Community Council,
Resumes in September

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights
https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive


If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please email
councillor_saxe@toronto.ca. If you would like to share an event

or news item with your community, please send us an email.



For updates on the local issues that matter to you, follow us on
social media!

 

Contact Us

mailto:councillor_saxe@toronto.ca
https://twitter.com/DianneSaxe
https://www.facebook.com/diannesaxe.mc
https://www.instagram.com/dianne.saxe/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://diannesaxe.ca/

