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SEPTEMBER 2023 NEWSLETTER
Dianne's Desk

Dear Neighbours,

Over the summer, City Council has been
working with our new mayor to make essential
changes to crucial governance appointments. 
 
I am honoured to have joined the Toronto
Hydro and TTC boards, on top of my other
duties. Both organizations are essential to a
liveable and climate-smart city, and both
face major financial and other challenges.
They will be a significant part of my workload
going forward. I am equally honoured to have
been named Council’s environmental
champion. While this honour is not a formal
position and comes with no powers or budget, 
it gives me Council’s permission to push even harder for the environmental
solutions for which I was elected, and to build on successes such as the
carbon budget, Bikeshare expansion and lower carbon buildings. After this
summer’s taste of climate chaos, surely it is clear that there is no time to
waste.
 
August’s 90th anniversary of the 1933 Christie Pits riot, where a group of
Nazi-sympathizers targeted the local Jewish community, was a somber
reminder that cities can fracture in hard times, and turn upon immigrants
and minorities as their scapegoats. At the same time, this year’s memorial
of the event celebrated the power of the vulnerable to beat back fear and
hate, and the role of city government in defending a diverse city. Thank you
to everyone who turned out to our picnic and baseball game.

Toronto is one of the most successful, highly diverse cities in the world, but
we must take nothing for granted. Many people are experiencing intense
financial challenges and other stresses.



Intolerance and fear of immigrants still trouble our city. Constituents tell us
about anti-social behaviour across our ward. The comparative safety and
sense of fellowship that Torontonians enjoy must be actively defended.
 
One of the key ways to defend a safe and shared city is to maintain and
improve the public spaces and public services that we all share. Allowing
the public sector to decline (as Toronto did under the last two mayors)
drives those who can afford it to withdraw into private spaces, private
schools and private services. In turn, this undermines their willingness to
pay for shared public spaces and public services, which further starves
public spaces and public services. We see the results of this cycle today in
the number of people who are forced into the streets, our bumpy streets,
Artscape’s shocking receivership and our shabby parks.

I intend to work with Mayor Chow to reverse this cycle, starting with the
long-term revenue plan that she is bringing to Council in September.
Revenue that matches our responsibilities is the key to solutions in all areas
of city government. We need responsible financial partners in the federal
and provincial governments, but we must also do everything we can to
raise the revenue we can, while continuing to be careful with what we
spend.

My predecessor, Joe Pantalone, was honoured this week with a star on the
Little Italy Walk of Fame on College Street. Joe contributed enormously to
this city in his many years on Council, including in his role as Tree
Advocate. I am committed to building on his legacy.  
 
Labour Day has arrived, which means back to school for many youngsters.
Great to see so many of you at the Labour Day parade. To the families of
University-Rosedale and to all of my constituents, best wishes for a
refreshing fall.



 City Hall Updates 
Pedestrian Safety on Avenue Road (TE4.66)

As a result of Councillor Saxe’s motion to improve pedestrian safety on
Avenue Road between Bloor and St. Clair, an important consultation will

take place in September and October. If you care about this issue, please
make your voice heard. Details can be found here.

Toronto Transit Commission (TTC)
Councillor Saxe has been appointed to the Toronto Transit Commission.

Her role will focus on enhancing both the operational efficiency and
environmental sustainability of the TTC. As Toronto is at a pivotal point in its

growth, efficient and sustainable public transit is more critical than ever.
Councillor Saxe is committed to finding pragmatic solutions that will make

the TTC a model for urban transit systems.

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA)
Councillor Saxe will continue her service with the Toronto and Region

Conservation Authority. The TRCA plays a vital role in flood risk
management, conservation initiatives, and community ecological

engagement. As climate change presents new challenges, Councillor Saxe
knows we must safeguard Toronto's natural resources. 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/infrastructure-projects/avenue-road-study/


Infrastructure and Environment Committee
Councillor Saxe has been appointed to the Infrastructure and Environment

Committee. This body oversees the city's infrastructure projects and
environmental sustainability measures. With Toronto at a critical juncture

in its development, robust and sustainable infrastructure is imperative.
Councillor Saxe aims to find solutions that align with the city's long-term

objectives, ensuring a resilient and functional urban environment.

Toronto Atmospheric Fund (TAF)
Councillor Saxe will serve on the Toronto Atmospheric Fund Board of

Directors. Her focus will be on scaling low-carbon solutions and influencing
policy for broader environmental impact. In a city that is increasingly
recognizing the urgency of climate change, the TAF's work is pivotal.

Councillor Saxe is committed to finding innovative yet practical solutions
that will accelerate Toronto's transition to a low-carbon future.

Toronto Hydro Corporation
Councillor Saxe has been appointed to oversee the strategic and financial

management of Toronto Hydro Corporation. This corporation plays a
critical role in distributing electricity to a vast number of Toronto residents.

As energy demands evolve, Councillor Saxe aims to ensure that Toronto
Hydro adheres to best practices in both customer service and

environmental responsibility. Her approach will be geared to solutions that
meet the needs of a growing and dynamic city.



September Revenue Tools Town Hall!

Join us on Thursday, September 28th at 7:00 PM for our September
Townhall!  

Council is exploring new revenue tools and we’d like to hear your thoughts
on our financial options and where you feel revenues would be best

allocated.  We look forward to seeing you there!

The August Highlight
We hope you all had an

opportunity to enjoy some of
Toronto’s summer celebrations

with friends and family,
including the annual Canadian

National Exhibition.  

And for those who love to
garden, what are your best

tricks for keeping squirrels and
raccoons from eating your
harvest? We’d love to know,

and will pass them on. 

Click Here to 
Register

Click to Submit a 
Question

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrf-mrrz0sE9Bx9EhevNbhsDgI8vfQ7G0j
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrf-mrrz0sE9Bx9EhevNbhsDgI8vfQ7G0j


Community Programming &
Events

Play the Parks at College
When: September 5th - 8th

Where: College Park

As part of the larger Play the Parks festival,
you can look forward to three continuous
days of programming at College Park,  

presented by the Downtown Yonge BIA. From
the Farmers’ Market to film screenings, you’ll

be sure to find something to love. 

College Park Information

Kensington Market Jazz Festival
When: September 29th - October 1st

Where: Kensington Market

The Kensington Market Jazz Festival is proud
to be hosting the city‘s jazz scene for three

days of excitement in the center of the city‘s
eclectic and bohemian hub. Come out to

show your support for local musicians and be
a part of the magic! 

Further Information

https://downtownyonge.com/events/?month=09_2023&direction=1
https://kensingtonmarket.to/festivals/jazz-festival/


Toronto Artisan Market
When: September 24, 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Where: Christie Pits Park, 750 Bloor Street W

This September, the Toronto Artisan Market is
coming to Christie Pits Park! Whether it’s

original artwork, handmade jewelry, home
goods or countless other treats and trinkets,

you can be sure to find some new treasure to
cherish while also enjoying a great day at the

park. 

Further Information

For events happening this spring at Ward 11's Toronto Library branches, visit:
Programs & Classes : College/Shaw , Lillian H. Smith , Palmerston , Spadina

Road , Toronto Reference Library , Yorkville : Toronto Public Library

Festival of International Virtual and
Augmented Reality Stories

When: September 15 - 19, 1:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Where: Studio IDFK, 190 McCaul St

This month, see the future of virtual and
augmented reality, right here in Toronto! If

you’ve never had the chance to experience
virtual reality, or are raring for the latest hot

developments, be sure to check out this
unforgettable experience. 

Cost: $45 - $85

Further Information

https://allevents.in/toronto/toronto-artisan-market/200024971687258
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=37867+33114+33143+33160+33177+33183+33191&No=0&Ns=p_pub_date_sort&Nso=0
https://allevents.in/toronto/toronto-artisan-market/200024971687258


Neighbourhood Spotlight

VISION ZERO AND TRAFFICVISION ZERO AND TRAFFIC
SAFETYSAFETY

With school starting and children off again to learn about the world, let’s
take a moment to look at traffic safety. Since 2016, Toronto’s Vision Zero,

has cut road deaths and serious injuries nearly in half. Vision Zero is a
comprehensive strategy to improve road safety for all users, especially
pedestrians and cyclists. While Vision Zero has made real progress in

improving road safety, there is still a long way to go. 

Councillor Saxe is working hard with city staff to improve pedestrian and
cyclist safety around construction projects, and has been promised

significant improvements by next spring.  Under pressure from Councillor
Saxe, Uber has begun to clearly instruct their delivery cyclists to stay off
sidewalks, and Transportation staff have begun to improve winter and

summer bike lane maintenance. To save lives, Councillor Saxe has reduced
speed limits on all arterial roads in Ward 11. 

Pedestrians and cyclists have the right to be safe on Toronto’s streets.
Councillor Saxe continues to push for more red light cameras, automated

speed cameras, safety zones, speed humps, crosswalks and crossing
guards. If you have any questions or comments, you can reach out to

VisionZeroTO@toront﻿o.ca

mailto:VisionZeroTO@toronto.ca
mailto:VisionZeroTO@toronto.ca


This summer, there was and exciting, precedent-setting development: the
stunning success of Held v. Montana, a youth climate lawsuit. 

 
Montana is “Big Sky Country” just south of Alberta, a major fossil-fuel-
producing state with a Republican government. On August 14th, Judge
Kathy Seeley delivered a historic judgment, the first of its kind in North

America (yes, female climate leadership again). She ruled that Montana
violates the constitutional rights of its young citizens by refusing to

consider climate change when approving fossil fuel projects. She rejected
all the usual right-wing excuses, and overturned state laws that required

public servants to ignore climate impacts. Fundamentally, as the scientists
of the world have documented, state promotion of fossil fuels is
inconsistent with young people’s right to a clean and healthful

environment, and to equal protection, dignity, liberty, health and safety,
and public trust.

 
This is a huge win for youth, for democracy and for our climate. The
decision is fascinating and important reading. It should inspire the

Canadian Federal Court of Appeals when it decides whether to allow our
youth climate lawsuit to proceed, La Rose vs. His Majesty the King. Or will

Canadian youth continue to be denied climate justice?

Climate Action Toronto

Youth Win Montana Lawsuit

https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/canada


Here in Ward 11, the Harbord Village Residents Association Net Zero
Committee is helping homeowners across Toronto to save money and
reduce their climate pollution. HVRA have negotiated group purchase

discounts for induction stoves, heat-pump water heaters, rooftop solar,
and heat pumps. Anyone can save time and money by taking advantage
of their extensive research and discounts. Visit the association’s page to
find out more, including how to access the federal Greener Homes Grant.

Get a Discount on your Retrofit

Climate Action Toronto

Green Economy Heroes 
Councillor Saxe is relaunching her popular podcast, Green Economy

Heroes. We hope to release a fresh episode the first Thursday of each
month, everywhere you get your podcasts. If you enjoy it, please give it a 5

star review. If you know a Canadian for-profit company that reduces
Canada’s climate pollution, please encourage them to pitch us to join the

show.

Disgraceful Conduct On The Greenbelt 
We‘re also witnessing the potential first cracks in Ford’s unconscionable

decision to damage to our irreplaceable Greenbelt. Stephen Clark‘s
resignation represents a departure from, what up until today, had been
Ford‘s continued stonewalling and obfuscation of his government’s $8.3
billion gift to his developer friends, despite devastating reports from the

Auditor General and the Integrity Commissioner. Thank you to the activists,
organizations, and media that have kept the Greenbelt top of mind for the
last year. You deserve huge congratulations, and should keep up the good

work. 

http://www.harbordvillage.com/netzero
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/homes/canada-greener-homes-initiative/canada-greener-homes-grant/canada-greener-homes-grant/23441
https://saxefacts.com/climate-podcast/


Ward Updates

Bloor & St. George 
By the summer of 2024, with the support of s. 37 funds approved by

Councillor Saxe, the intersection of Bloor & St. George will be transformed
into Toronto’s first "Dutch junction". This style of intersection saves lives by

making pedestrians and cyclists highly visible and by protecting them from
turning cars. Dutch junctions have had massive success in improving the

safety and walkability of neighbourhoods around the world. 

   A digital flythrough of the planned intersection is available here.

This junction is part of the Bloor Street reconstruction from Spadina to
Avenue Road from now to next summer. Councillor Saxe is working hard to
minimize the impact of this construction, and is aware that pedestrian and

cyclist safety have not been adequately protected to date. She is in
frequent contact with Transportation staff, who have promised to do better.
For questions on this project, please contact Nathalie Forde, 416-392-3556,

CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca 

Speed humps play a role in Vision Zero, because they force drivers to slow
down. The newly installed speed humps on Huron Street will help to protect

the safety of children attending Huron Street Public School. 

By late October, we should also have long-awaited speed humps on
Yorkville Avenue between Bay and Avenue Road. Hopefully, these speed

humps will discourage night-time drag racing in the area.

If you and your neighbours want speed humps on your block, please
collect supporting signatures and let our office know.

 Speed Humps 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ki2zGMmSrAU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&feature=emb_title
mailto:CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca


The City’s contractor is still upgrading sidewalks and bike lanes along
College, after multiple delays and extra costs caused by unexpected
underground utilities. Since this problem keeps happening, Clr Saxe is

urging City Engineering to start using ground-penetrating radar to map
utilities before projects begin. For more information, please visit the City of
Toronto’s College Street Upgrades webpage here: College Street Upgrades

– City of Toronto. For questions on this project, please contact Nathalie
Forde, 416-392-3556, CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca. 

  College Street Delays

Public green space is essential for both physical and mental health. My
office is working to provide upgrades to parks across Ward 11, including

Yorkville Park, Ramsden Park, Pricefield Park and Vermont Square.
Consultations for the new playground at Huron-Washington Parkette will
take place shortly. A new park is being designed at Spadina and Sussex,

and studies are underway on the concept for University Park. Construction
of the new Markham Street park should take place soon. 

At my request, a new water fountain has been installed in Town Hall
Square, repairs have taken place at Bickfield Park, and  a detailed study is
underway of the much-missed Heath Street stairs to the Vale of Avoca. A
splash pad is being installed at Fred Hamilton Park. I’m also working with
staff to redress the many deficiencies left over from the reconstruction of

David Balfour Park.  

The state of good repair of our parks is also top of mind. I’m working to
have the parks maintenance budget restored.

Park Upgrades

Victoria University Student Day
My team and I will be at Victoria College at the afternoon of September
18th. We look forward to connecting with first-year and returning UofT

students alike to discuss how to best access city services, orient
themselves within our Toronto Community, and better understand how to

engage on issues that they’re passionate about.

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/infrastructure-projects/college-street-upgrades/
mailto:CollegeUpgrades@toronto.ca


Development Radar
Because of recent changes made by Premier Ford, development

applications to build new high-rise buildings must now be approved or
refused in weeks instead of years, the size of new buildings that we must

approve is increasing dramatically, fewer aspects of new buildings require
city approval, and funding that the city receives from developers for parks

and other public benefits has been slashed. 
Even more changes are expected soon.

Under these new rules, it is far more challenging for residents’ associations
and the public to have effective input into new developments. Our office

wants to help, by making sure that you understand the new rules and have
as much opportunity to comment as possible. 
Here is more information about these changes:

Build More Homes For Everyone Act

Pre-Application Consultation Process

Local residents’ associations and those within 120 metres of a site will
continue to receive written notice of public consultation meetings from

Community Planning, but the timeframes to comment will be much shorter
than before. Those farther than 120 metres from a site will have to be more
proactive to stay informed. We recommend that you watch for the signs
that are erected at development sites and sign up promptly to receive

updates.

If you’d like to discuss any development in particular with our office, please
contact councillor_saxe@toronto.ca

Come chat with me at the Bloor Borden Farmers’ Market from 4:15 PM to
5:00 PM on Sept. 13th.

Rain or shine, I’ll be there to connect with constituents and to help support
our local producers. We all win when we shop local!

Bloor Borden Farmers’ Market

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2022.PH33.11
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-forms-fees/pre-application-consultation/
mailto:councillor_saxe@toronto.ca


Upcoming Community
Consultation Meetings 

Due to issues with direct links, registration for all the following projects must
be located through the City Planning Consultation webpage here:
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-

consultations/city-planning-consultations/ 

Mid-Rise Rear Transition Performance Standards Review and Draft
Update

September 20th, 10:30 AM-12 PM, 7:00 PM -8:30 PM
Rong Yu, rong.yu@toronto.ca and John Duncan, john.duncan@toronto.ca

Bill 97 “Area of Employment” Official Plan Amendment and Update on
Expanding Uses in Employment Areas Study

September 19th, 6:00 PM -8:00 PM
Kyle Pakeman, kyle.pakeman@toronto.ca

Bill 109 Implementation: Phase 3
September 7th, 6:30-8PM

Michelle Drylie, michelle.drylie@toronto.ca

Ontario Place Development Application Public Consultation
September 7th, 3-8:30PM, September 12th, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Colin Wolfe, Colin.Wolfe@toronto.ca

Night Economy Review
September 6th, 6:30PM - 7:30PM, September 7th, 1:00PM - 2:30PM

Jamie Atkinson, Jamie.atkinson@toronto.ca

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
mailto:kyle.pakeman@toronto.ca
mailto:michelle.drylie@toronto.ca
mailto:Colin.Wolfe@toronto.ca
mailto:Jamie.atkinson@toronto.ca


Noise Bylaw Review Consultation
The City is reviewing the successes and challenges of implementing the

Noise Bylaw, which was amended in 2019. Get involved in six virtual and in-
person public consultations from September 12 to 21 and subscribe below

to receive key updates on this review.
Noise Bylaw Consultation Information

1233 Yonge St & 9 Woodlawn Ave E
September 27th, 6:00 PM -7:30 PM

Chris Pereira, Chris.Pereira@toronto.ca

Huron-Washington Parkette Playground Improvements
September 19th, 6:00 PM -8:00 PM

Tonya Crawford, Tonya.Crawford@toronto.ca
Further Information Here

51 Sussex Avenue Park Updates
A new 600 square meter park is coming to 51 Sussex Ave as part of a

residential development project near Spadina Avenue and Sussex Avenue
in the Harbord Village neighbourhood. You can follow along with updates

on this project by signing up here.

Electric Vehicle Charging Survey
The City’s Environment and Climate Division has multiple important

projects underway, including a consultation on public electric vehicle (EV)
charging. Please make your voice heard. Take the EV survey and consider

participating in a webinar or open house. For details, see below.
 Electric Vehicle Charging Information

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/municode/1184_591.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/noise-bylaw-implementation-review/
mailto:Chris.Pereira@toronto.ca
mailto:Tonya.Crawford@toronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/huron-washington-parkette-playground-improvements/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/51+Sussex+Ave,+Toronto,+ON+M5S+2H8/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x882b3495f6b886f3:0x87d877144000babf?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQ6tCel_v2AhVakokEHc0yDZYQ8gF6BAgZEAE
https://s.cotsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=269480&h=EA2E6F302ABDBF1&l=en
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmentally-friendly-city-initiatives/reports-plans-policies-research/electric-vehicles/


Committee of Adjustment 
In September, there will be three dates for Toronto and East York

Committee of Adjustment hearings: Sept. 6th, 13th and 20th. 

Note: Councillors cannot direct committees of adjustment. Councillor Saxe
generally does not intervene in committee of adjustment matters, but may

send a letter in cases of significant public importance. The committee
decides how much weight to give such letters.

September 6th 2023

September 13th 2023

September 20th 2023
The agenda for this meeting has not yet been posted. Please refer here for

Committee meeting agenda updates: Council & Committee Meetings –
City of Toronto.

139 Roxbourgh Street East

316 Bloor Street West

675 Crawford Street

408 Roxton Road

50 Nassau Street

78 Baldwin Street

820 Yonge Street

70 Street George Street

13 Mansfield Avenue

497 Manning Avenue

700 Crawford Street

92 Hazelton Avenue

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/council/council-committee-meetings/
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=if0JeqGNN1qwn1eyZU%2F7dA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=OeEJ2Ezzs5jisr%2BSSt0x6g%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=z416TTD8yFiOn1MdfpaOgw%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=D2xXVKPyTtDF%2BN%2B%2B3pD2RA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=lcfEuhTMvRC6nEWIX4pcTw%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=V9mJNuTP6id%2BJIVH5U5W%2Fw%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=6hkzvhGy%2BFG37Ma%2BNjgrrQ%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=%2BARpByLKDZSNYlaDcrUblw%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=i7CzoDKjvzD3yG%2F5A%2BELsg%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=Vq%2Ffl6lZdAEx%2Brf2AWvYbA%3D%3D
http://app.toronto.ca/AIC/index.do?folderRsn=GcNnbdatncXrGhQhp0IyDA%3D%3D
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/application-details/?id=5312323&pid=195959&title=92+HAZELTON+AVE


Toronto City Council, September 6th

Upcoming Council Events

Infrastructure and Environment Committee,
September 20th

For more information on upcoming meetings and to
access the agendas, visit the webpage here:

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights

To watch City Council and Committee Meetings, visit
the youtube channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive

Toronto and East York Community Council,
September 19th

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/highlights
https://www.youtube.com/TorontoCityCouncilLive


If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please email
councillor_saxe@toronto.ca. If you would like to share an event

or news item with your community, please send us an email.

For updates on the local issues that matter to you, follow us on
social media!

 

Contact Us

mailto:councillor_saxe@toronto.ca
https://twitter.com/DianneSaxe
https://www.facebook.com/diannesaxe.mc
https://www.instagram.com/dianne.saxe/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y%3D
https://diannesaxe.ca/

